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orders taught the young to He. Among those orders was one
which insinuated itself into the houses of the great, which even
decided the direction of public business in a State like Spain,
and which had invented the theory of mental reservation. What
had it done for contemporary thought? He would give an
example of what it had done. The Concordat stated that it was
in the power of the government to establish three religious
orders, and three only. What had been done was to create as
many as were pleasing to Rome, or to each one of the Spanish
bishops.1

They had to recognize the fact that Spain was a nation
atrophied in the process of its development, and that that
atrophy had been caused by a number of historical conditions,
and above all by that which denied ethical virtue to every
effort and all energy directed to social questions, which was that
which was rooted in the emancipation of conscience. A people
which did not succeed in making itself free before the religious
idea was a people condemned to base servitude, and to all the
troubles of rebellion; and, oscillating between precisely those
two terms, a servile people and a rebellious people, had been
evolved a great part of the history of Spain, and particularly
that of the nineteenth century.2

1 Hont&iaje, 330-1. Under the Concordat of 1851 the law under which
since 1836 the religious congregations had been banished from Spain had
been so far relaxed as to permit the re-establishment of the Order of St
Vincent de Paul, St Philip Neri and "one other among those approved by
the Holy See".

In practice the phrase "one other'* was interpreted by the bishops, not as
one for the whole of Spain, but as one in each diocese; and at the request of
the bishops congregations of all kinds established themselves in Spain, the
number gready increasing after the loss of the colonies and the measures of
secularization in France, Portugal and Mexico.

The result was that" the regular clergy were fashionable and attracted the
money of the pious rich, until their wealth stood in scandalous contrast with
the poverty of the secular clergy. They also all of them claimed exemption
from, taxes; and, since many of them indulged in commercial and industrial
pursuits, they competed unfairly with other traders and manufacturers".
Encyclopaedia Britannica (n ed.), xxv, 568-9, and The Tiroes, 15 July, 1910.

* Homenaje, 496.
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